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Community Partners Association (COPA)


Registered Charity No. 1027117

COPA Health Adviser 

Location:  Barahona Province, Dominican Republic

Contract: 2 years

Start:  1 February 2010
Remuneration:  local wage (currently $450) plus accommodation, UK National Insurance contributions (volunteer rate) and health insurance.
Job Description

1.  The Health Adviser is responsible for overseeing the clinics in La Hoya and Bombita which includes but is not limited to the following:

a
Working with the nurses to develop their skills and knowledge

b
Working with the nurses and the doctors to develop their ability to organise, maintain and operate the clinic in accordance with the mission of COPA.

c
Purchase medicines and medical supplies for use in the clinic

d
Organise the medical supplies in the clinic with the nurses

e
Support the nurses in any administration of patient records, as necessary

f
Keep the account for both clinics.

g
Handling the distributing financial and material donations and providing information and feedback to donors and potential donors to the medical fund

2.  Health Promotion

a
In consultation with the school directors and the COPA team, plan and carry out regular health education activities within the communities and schools.  

b
Advise communities of the services available in the clinic

c
Act as the School Nurse, working with the School Directors regarding health education.

d
Act as nurse for COPA volunteers and visiting work groups, as necessary

3.  Advocacy for children and families’ health needs
a
Evaluate the health needs of local children 

b
Travel to the capital to attend appointments with local children and families who need specialist health treatment and advocacy  

c
Administrate and manage the COPA hardship fund for specific medical treatment using the guidelines and in consultation with the Project Director and School Directors

d          Identify areas for improvement of health care in existing and new communities supported by COPA, in collaboration with the COPA team

e
Collaborate with visiting medical teams to provide support to local communities and share information 

4.  Working with the Public Health Department

a
Provide and maintain vaccinations in accordance with Salud Publica/WHO policy 

b
Represent the communities in dealing with the Public Health Department and associated parties

c
Liaison with the Public Health Department to ensure that the contract between COPA and the Department is fulfilled.

5.  Working with SENASA and the Public Health Department to:

a
Provide and  maintain cervical cancer screening in accordance with Salud Publica policy 
b
Provide family planning counselling and dispense birth control materials 
6. Participate in the formulation and development of strategies for the growth of COPA in the DR.
7. Communication with COPA USA and COPA UK 
Provide monthly reports for Committee meetings and inform the committees of the needs of the clinics and local communities.
8.    Work in partnership with all COPA volunteers to fulfil the missions of COPA plus any other tasks as required
Person specification

· Qualified nurse, midwife or health with current UK or equivalent registration and a minimum of 2 years’ experience, preferably in paediatrics, community/treatment room setting or infectious diseases.  
· Experience of health promotion work 

· Experience of supporting/working alongside local health professionals and communities
· Able to work within a structured framework (i.e. Dominican government & COPA)

· Sensitive to the needs of others and able to relate to patients of all ages

· Sympathy with the Christian aims and ethos of COPA
· Able to work in an international team

· Physical and mental stamina to work and live overseas

· Fluent spoken and written English.  Spoken Spanish essential.  Written Spanish useful.

· Able to learn to ride a moped

· Computer literate

Please note that the successful candidate will be required to undergo a Criminal Records Bureau check before commencing work.
Nursing registration will also be verified.
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